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                CAPALC Revitalisation Update 

The revitalisation project is underway. Penny  Bryant & Diane Bayliss are 

now busy using their experience as clerks to improve our offerings. We are 

fortunate to have them helping as it leaves Ian and Tina to carry on       

business as usual. 

We are now on Facebook as CambsandPeterboroughALC and Twitter as 

@CAMBS_CAPALC. These are great ways to see the latest information       

relevant to town and parish councils. We have also placed the order for a new website that will 

have a secure members’ area where you can find important and useful  information. Do let us know 

what you think. Any feedback will help us to develop these tools to benefit you. 

We are also developing a wider range of training courses to help equip councillors and clerks to 

serve their communities better. 

There is a lot of discussion about the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) and the            

implications for our sector. We are not alone; many other small organisations are worried that    

compliance with the regulations is unnecessarily onerous. NALC is working closely with central 

government to minimise the impact and provide authoritative guidance on what we need to do. 

There are reports of a low key approach by the Information Commissioner’s. Office (ICO). CAPALC 

is running two training sessions in March on 15th & 16th in readiness for the implementation date of 

25 May 2018. (See Page  4 to reserve your place) 

CAPALC is holding an extraordinary meeting on 22nd March at Impington. I hope to see many of 

you there. Whilst there will only be one resolution to be decided – the affiliation fees for 2018-2019, 

it will be a good opportunity to hear about the revitalisation project and discuss the future direction 

for CAPALC.   Henry Clark CAPALC Chairman 

Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Association of Local Councils 

A Branch of the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) 

www.capalc.org.uk 
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The TRANSPARENCY FUND for SMALLER AUTHORITIES (councils) IS CLOSING 
The Smaller Authorities Transparency Code came into force on 1 April 2015 and      
required the online publication of certain information by councils to provide residents 
with a clearer picture of the council's activities, spending, and governance. This        
includes information on the work of councils and committees. 
The Department for Communities and Local Government agreed £4.7m of funding for 
a new Transparency Fund, administered by NALC over a three-year period, delivered 
on a county basis by County Associations of Local Councils and targeted local needs of 

councils with an annual spend of less than £25,000. 
Many Cambridgeshire and Peterborough councils have benefited locally from the scheme with £20,702.04  
in 2016/17  and £8,498.55 in 2017/18. 
The funding has helped smaller councils purchase items such as computers, scanners, websites, internet 
access, training, and extra time for the clerk to upload documents. 
CAPALC's Administration Officer, Tina, has been handling the process and ensuring councils that have 
been successful have received grant monies from the fund. 
The application process is very straightforward so for those who have not applied but need to do so please 
contact Tina at the CAPALC office as soon as possible. 
The new GDPR legislation due in May 2018 makes it even more important for clerks of smaller councils 
still using their own personal computer to apply for funding, but please don't be too slow as the fund   

closes in mid February 2018  Regards Ian Dewar  CAPALC CEO 

Buckingham Palace Garden Party 15Tth May 2018 
CAPALC is pleased to announce the following successful applicants to attend the Buckingham Palace 
Garden Party. Below the Councils describe their nominated candidates. 
STAPLEFORD PARISH COUNCIL -  David Pepperell                                                                                                    

David Pepperell has been a Councillor in this village since 1973, some 45 years of service to the Stapleford    

Community. He was Chairman for 15 years stepping down only 4 years ago. His service to Stapleford and South 

Cambs is exemplary and he intends to stand again in this coming May election as he approaches his 80th year 

and his contribution is still very telling; he has vision. David is active in supporting everyone through his         

inclusive agenda which is valued by all. 

HEMINGFORD GREY PARISH COUNCIL - Derek Clifton 
Derek Clifton has served this council as a Councillor for 52 years and has announced that this year he will not be 
seeking re-election.  During that time Derek has served in nearly every capacity and has been Chairman on 3   
occasions. 
He has also been involved as a hub of nearly every village activity, having served as a school governor, on the 
Peace Memorial Playing Fields Committee, Hemingford Fireworks and as a River Reeve. He is still active on the 
Hemingfords Regatta Committee when in the early summer he can be seen at the river most weekday evenings. 
He is an old fashioned, hands on Parish Councillor who has only slowed down because we made him. He still 
attends nearly all our meetings and is hugely popular in the village.  I don't think I can over emphasise how 
much Derek has given to the community in which he was born and has spent his whole life. 
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Jonathan Owen, NALC Chief Executive—in brief 

 

We are delighted to announce Lobby Day will be taking place for its fourth consecutive year 
on 20 March 2018.  

Lobby Day is an annual opportunity for county associations and local councils to form stronger relationships 
with their MPs. We want all of you to embrace this fantastic opportunity to engage with your MP(s) and  
promote the great work you have been doing locally. 

How to get involved: 

We want all local councils to contact their MP requesting an appointment at their surgery in the days and 

weeks following Lobby Day. Templates on our website can help you. Feel free to adapt them to your liking. 

If you are getting involved in Lobby Day 2018 make sure you let us know via ben.murray@nalc.gov.uk  

or via our Twitter: @NALC using #NALCLOBBYDAY  

To give you more information on Lobby Day please see the media release visit http://www.nalc.gov.uk 

 If you have any questions please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

 

New legal guidance 

This week on the NALC website we published two revised Legal Topic Notes:              

LTN 82 Compulsory Purchase has been reviewed with minor textual changes and the updating of a web  

hyperlink as a result of a change to the target website;  

LTN 87 Procurement has been revised to include the new financial thresholds for procurement applicable 

from 1 January 2018 plus rewording some parts for additional clarity.  

Please note you will need to login to view these updated LTNs. 

 

Commission on localism 

I’m really pleased a new report on localism is recommending making it easier in legislation to establish     
parish councils with routes of redress when blocked by principal authorities. Locality established the      
Commission on the Future of Localism in 2017, in partnership with Power to Change, and chaired by Lord 
Kerslake to consider how to reinvigorate localism and unlock the power of community.  

The Commission’s ‘People Power, Future of Localism’ report calls for need of a new power partnership     
between local government and local people to unlock the potential of localism and picks up a number of  
proposals submitted by NALC! 
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                   Specialist Training Programme 2018 

General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 

These legal update sessions are aimed at Councillors and Clerks.  

The specialist speaker will advise on the latest requirements to this important change in legislation 
and how it will affect your council.     Cost £40  

15th March  (Thurs) 6.45pm – 9.15pm – new Cricket Pavilion, Cambourne (capacity 60) – 7pm start and 9pm finish. 
16th March (Fri) 10.15am – 12.45pm – Hub main hall, Cambourne (capacity 150+) – 10.30am start and 12.30pm finish 
 

Finance & Transparency Training Courses 

We are delighted to welcome Steve Parkinson to Cambridgeshire to deliver the courses below. Steve was a Town 
Clerk for 14 years and has 15 years public sector experience prior to that. A Fellow Member of the Association of 
Accounting Technicians since 1996, Steve is widely recognised for his knowledge of local council finance and 
VAT. 
 
9th July (Monday)  Millennium Sports Facility, Somersham     
Finance for Clerks (full day 10am until 3 or 4pm )   Cost £75     
Finance for Councillors (2 hrs - evening 7—9 pm)    Cost £35 
This 2 hour session, outlines the essentials a councillor should be aware of .   
 
6th September (Thursday) Millennium Sports Facility, Somersham 
Budgeting & Finance control (3 hrs 10 am—1 pm)    Cost £40 
Provides detail about using spreadsheets, how the council tax base affects the budget and so on.  This is aimed 
mainly at clerks, but is also suitable for councillors who want to get to grips with preparing a budget.    
Contracts & procurement (3 hrs 2pm—5 pm)    Cost £40   
  
7th September (Friday) Millennium Sports Facility, Somersham 
Introduction to VAT (3 hrs 10 am—1 pm)     Cost £40  
The Role of the Internal Auditor (2 hrs 2 pm—4 pm)   Cost £35   
Explains the role of internal audit and what a council should expect from their internal auditor  
 
2nd October  (Tuesday) Venue to be advised 
Transparency & Audit ((3 hrs 2pm—5 pm)     Cost £40 
Finance for Councillors ((2 hrs - evening 7—9 pm)    Cost £35   
 This 2 hour session, outlines the essentials a councillor should be aware of . 
 
3rd October (Wednesday) Venue to be advised 
Finance for Clerks (full day 10am until 3 or 4pm )   Cost £75    

  

BOOK NOW TO RESERVE YOUR PLACE! 
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                                 Training Programme 2018 

Training May 2018: 

 Will you have new Town/Parish Councillors following the May elections, or a new   
Chairman? 

Please register your Council’s interest in Chairmanship and Councillor Training following the May        
elections or Annual Parish Meeting and we will set training dates.  

For all training bookings email Tina : accounts@capalc.org.uk 
 

Training February 2018: 

10th February (Saturday) Chairman Training 10 am -3.30pm  

Trainer—Ian Dewar  £75 Member,  £150 Non-member 

Hemingford Abbots Village Hall, High Street, Hemingford Abbot, PE28 9AH 

 

17th February (Saturday)  Councillor Training 10 am -3.30pm  

Trainer—Ian Dewar   £75 Member Councils, £150 Non-member Councils 

Hemingford Abbots Village Hall, High Street, Hemingford Abbot, PE28 9AH 

 

Clerks Essentials!  

Over the course of the year we will be running 9 bite size sessions covering the basics of the Clerks role 
beginning in February 2018. The first two sessions will be held at the Norwood Room, Somersham. 

Fees:  

£20 per event for officers from member councils  

£40 per event for officers from non-member councils 

 

Wednesday February 21st  Understanding Annual Meetings  

Annual Parish Meeting, Annual Meeting of the Council, What’s the Difference? An opportunity for clerks new to 
the sector and those who have been around for a while to discuss these two meetings and how they should be run.  

Trainer—Diane Bayliss  9.30 am -12 noon  

 

Wednesday March 21st The Proper Officer and Elections 

Trainer—Diane Bayliss  9.30 am -12 noon  
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           Training Programme 2018 continued: 

 Clerks: The Knowledge   (Previously ‘New Clerks Training’) 

 20th  and 27th  February  (Tuesdays)   Trainer—Diane Bayliss 

     9.30 am - 3pm The Norwood Room, Parkhall Road, Somersham, PE28 3HE  

The course covers essential information to allow new clerks as well as those who have been in post for a short 
while, to find their way around the legislation, processes and procedures of town and parish councils.                                                             
Member Councils £200, Non-Member Councils £400 

 

   CILCA  

11th April, 16th May, 13th June, 11th July  (Wednesdays)  Trainer—Penny Bryant 

CiLCA (the Certificate in Local Council Administration) is now the sector standard for aspiring Clerks.  

9.30 - 3.30pm The Norwood Room, Parkhall Road, Somersham, PE28 3HE 

Members £300 per person , Non-members £450 per person 

         
 

BOOK NOW TO RESERVE YOUR PLACE! 

          Dates for your 2018 diary! 

22nd MARCH 2018 (Thursday)—CAPALC Extra Ordinary Meeting (EOM)                                                 

7.30 pm for 8 pm start. Finishing at 9.30 pm                                                                                                                         

The EOM aims to  conclude the unresolved matters from the CAPALC AGM of 8th December 2017.                            

The CAPALC chairman Henry Clark will also be delivering a briefing on the progress of the joint Cambridgeshire 

project and the forward direction of CAPALC. 

Histon & Impington Sports & Recreation Ground, New Road, Impington CB24 9LU 

 

29th JUNE 2018 (Friday)—Share the Vision, Shape the Future                                                                                           

9.30 am for 10 am start. Finishing at 3.30 pm                                                                                                              

Previously the Councillors & Clerks catch up day, this annual meeting will provide legal updates, best 

practice and inspirational ideas for your Council.  Cost per person to be confirmed. 

Hemingford Abbots Village Hall – High Street, Hemingford Abbott, PE28 9AH  
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Calling all photographers! 
 

As part of our new website CAPALC 

would love to create an artistic slide show 

of  the beautiful and scenic                    

Cambridgeshire landscape and  townscape 

on their home page with  perhaps banner 

photos on some pages. 

 

                    

We would like to showcase as many town 

and parish scenes both rural and urban from 

across the region therefore, we invite you to 

share with us your  photographs on           

CAPALC’s new website. We are happy to 

name the photographer on the website as 

thanks for allowing us to use and share your 

images. 

 

 

 

Please email your contributions to: 

Penny Bryant 

 cilca@capalc.org.uk 
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   VACANCIES 

                                                         Do you have a vacancy to  advertise?  

Send us your job vacancies and we can help by including them in this new 

regular monthly bulletin. 

Huntingdon Town Council  

is currently hiring for the following position.  

Democratic Officer  

Duties/role to include;  

• Meetings Clerk (agendas and minutes) 

• Data Protection Officer 

• Media Officer (website, Huntingdon Magazine 

and Huntingdon Town Guide) 

• Grants Officer 

• Events Assistant      

The role will be fulltime, 37hrs per week to   include 
evening meetings.  

SCP 26-32 £23,398 (pay award pending)  

Closing date for applications is  

Friday 9th February 2018 4pm.   

Perry Parish Council 

Is currently hiring the following position: 

Clerk & RFO 

• 10 hours per week 

• Flexible working hours (must be available for     
evening meetings) 

• Dependant upon experience (minimum SCP 20)  

• Start date—as soon as possible 

 

Apply by Letter and CV to the Chairman c/o The 
Clerk, 19 Ridgeway, Perry PE28 0BL (CV not to exceed 
two A4 pages at a minimum of 10 point text)  

For more information contact Mr Martin Wilson  

clerk@perryparishcouncil.org.uk  

Closing date for applications is  

Wednesday 28th February 2018   

Follow us on Social media for the latest information & training updates! 

                                                                                                                                       
CambsandpeterboroughALC      @CAMBS_CAPALC 

 

 


